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“And they cried, The Sword of The 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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| Christ’s Return 


By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., Litt. D. 
Pastor, Peoples Church, Toronto, Canada. 


It is hard to understand: how 
anyone can read the Bible and not 
believe in the Second Coming of 
Christ. It is still harder to under- 
stand how passages that clearly 
predict His Coming can be erron- 
eously interpreted or explained 
away. But, strange though it may 
seem, such is, indeed, the case. 


ERRONEOUS VIEWS 


I. There are those, for instance, 
who tell us that every time a 
Christian dies, Christ returns. That 
the Second Coming means death. 
But there are six reasons why 
this could never be. 

First: The events of I Thess. iv. 
16-17 do not occur at death. Lis- 
ten: ‘For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 


the Lord in the air: and so shall 


we ever be with the Lord.” 
Now, my friends, I contend that 


when a Christian dies the Lord 


does not descend from Heaven with 
a shout, the dead do not rise, and 
those of us who are alive are not 
caught up with them in the clouds, 
nor do we meet the Lord in the air. 
And since these events must all 
take place when Christ returns, 
and since none of them occur at 
death, therefore the Second Advent 
cannot mean death. ' 

Second: The statement of I Cor. 
xv. 51: “We shall not all sleep” 
(die), is flatly contradicted if the 
Second Coming of Christ means 
death. According to this passage 
there will be at least one genera- 
tion that will be living when He 
comes. ‘‘We shall not all sleep.” 

Third: The Second Coming is al- 
ways spoken of as a comforting 
hope, whereas death is an enemy 
(I Cor. xv. 26). It is one thing to 
die, it is quite another thing to 
live and meet the Lord. ‘‘Wherefore 
comfort one another with these 
words.”’ 


Fourth: Christ comes for us; we 
do not go to Him as in death, “TI 
will come again and receive you 
unto Myself,” He says (John xiv. 
3). 


Fifth: John xxi. 20-23 different- 
iates the Second Coming from 
death. “If I will that he (John) 
tarry till I come,” said Jesus. 
“Then went this saying abroad that 
that disciple (John) should not 
die.” Nothing could be plainer. 
They understood it. Christ’s Com- 


ing was one thing — John’s dying 


another. Never the same. The re- 
port went round that John might 
ve until Christ returned. That 
s conclusive proof. In fact, it is 
absolutely unanswerable. 


Sixth: Substitute the word 
“death” and the passages about 


“ingless. Take, for instance, Phil. 
iii. 20: “For our conversation is in 
Heaven; from whence also we look 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith 


you cannot substitute the word 
“death’” in the passages eonceerning 
the Second Coming unless you 
want them to sound ridiculous. 

I trust that no one will ever 


(Continued on page three) 


Man, God’s Deputy in the Home 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


"As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord''— Josh. 24:15. 
_“For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as 
he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of 


the man.’”—-:1 Cor. 11:7. 


A man is somebody! We thank 
God for the glorious devotion and 
influence of good women. I have 
better reason than most men to 
appreciate the character, the vir- 
tue, the devotion and faithfulness 
of good women. My mother, who 
went to heaven before I was six, 
was such a Godly woman and such 
a remarkable character that her 
influence to this day is like a heav- 
enly fragrance leading me toward 
God. My sweetheart waited for me 
four long years while we finished 
our college education and while I 
paid up college debts, and now for 
twenty-three years her love has 
comforted me, served me and 
blessed me. I have .six lovely 
daughters, my joy, my pride, for 
whom I devoutly thank God. My 
work is largely carried on by six 
Christian young women, full time 
workers, some of whom have been 
with me for long years, as well as 
by a number of other young wom- 
en who are part time workers. God 
is good, wonderfully good, to any 
man when-~he~gives -him a good 
wife or a lovely daughter. Fine 
Christian women do much of the 
singing and praying and serving 
in the churches, Yet it remains the 


clear teaching of the Word of God 
that a man is the highest work 
of God. 


God’s inspired Word tells us that 
the man “Is the image and glory 
of God: but the woman is the glory 
of the man.” A man is like God 
in a sense that a woman is not 
like God. For example, God is mas- 
culine. Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy, 
false prophetess of so-called Chris- 
tian Science, calls God “Our Fa- 
ther-Mother God,” but that is 
wholly inscriptural. God is always, 
in the Bible, called He, never her. 
He is called Father, not Mother; 
Christ is called “the man Christ 
Jesus,” not the woman. He is called 
Bridegroom, not bride; King, not 
queen; Prophet, not prophetess; 
Son, not daughter. Christ was a 
man, a masculine Man. His body 
was a man’s body. His work was 
a man’s work, his temptations a 
man’s temptation. I do not mean 
that Christ is not the saviour ev- 
ery woman needs, nor that He does 
not know her every longing, feel 
her. every.-sorrow,.meet her. every 
need. But God would not have had 
the Bible so full of it if He did not 
want us to notice that Christ was 
a Man, not a woman, and that man 


DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES 


By REV. SAM MORRIS 
(Preached Monday night, July 28, 1941 at Cedar Lake Conference 
Grounds, Cedar Lake, Indiana. Stenographically reported). 


19 Now there was a-certain rich man, and he was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously every day: 20 and a certain 
beggar named Lazarus was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 and de- 
siring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table; 
yea, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 And it came to pass, 
that the beggar died, and that he was carried away. by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom: and the rich man also died, and was buried. 
23 And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for 
| am in anguish in this flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember 

lifetime receivedst th 
like manner evil things: but now here A 
in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed, that they that would pass from hence to you may 
not be able, and that none may cross over from thence to us. 27 And 
he said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to 
my father's house; 28 for | have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham 
saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. 30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto 
them from the dead, they will repent. "31 And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be pursuaded 
though one rose from the déad."— Luke 16:19-31. 


that thou in th 


“You know, I hear a lot of 
preaching as I travel up and down 
the country, but it is the most sel- 
dom thing in the world that [ ever 
hear a sermon on Hell. It is the 
rarest thing in the World to hear 
a sermon on the wrath of Almighty 
God.You hear lots of sermons on 
the love of God. You hear a lot 
of sermons on the peace 
gives the soul, but my friends, the 
Bible is just as clear on the wrath 


: of God as it is on the love of God. 


Romans 1:18 says, “For the wrath 


of God is revealed-from heaven 


against all un ess and un- 
righteousne - ‘en, who hold the 
‘es re RM wae. 


* 
; 


that God. 


good things, and Lazarus in 
e is comforted, and thou art 


truth in unrighteousness.” God is 
a God of wrath the same as He is 
a God of love. Our God hates wick- 
edness in the same degree that He 
loves righteousness. You do, toc, 
incidentally. 


Jesus Was the Greatest Preacher 
On Hell Who Ever Lived! 


I am speaking tonight along the 
line of the future abode of the un- 


redeemed. “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish;” What is the 
significance of that word perish? 


Dr. Bam M orris 


You have heard and read the story |. 


of the rich man and Lazarus. You 
know the greatest Hell-fire and 
brimstone preacher who ever lived 
was the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self. There wasn’t anything mealy- 
mouthed about the Lord. He wasn’t 
spineless. I don’t like a lot of pic- 
tures { have seen of the Lord. I 
detest a lot of story books written 
about the Lord. They make him an 
anemic, easy, soft-soaping, putty 
kind of a fellow. We read in the 
23rd chapter of the gospel of Mat- 
thew and it blisters and burns, it 
is like forked lightning: ‘You gen- 
eration of vipers, you Pharisees, 
scribes, hypocrites, you whited 
sepulchres!’ We see Him as He 
goes into the temple and there He 
finds the money-changers charging 
high rates of exchange and then 
He kicks the tables over and the 


money rattles on the floor. “My 
(Continued on page two) 


is therefore made in the image of 
God in a sense that cannot be true 
of a woman. So, in the home, man 
is the deputy of God, and should 
lead. the home for God. 

Every man should realize that 
God has laid on him duties and re- 
sponsibilities that women are not 
fitted to carry, and are not ordin- 
arily required to carry. God com- 
manded the man, Adam, not to eat 
of the forbidden fruit, before the 
woman was ever made. (Gen. 2: 
17). Adam named all the animals 
also, before Eve was created. (Gen. 
2:19, 20). When the two had 
sinned, it was Adam God sought 
and first reproached, though the 
woman had first sinned. It was to 
Adam that God said “cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; .... in the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread.”’ It is not that the woman 
was not as guilty, nor also under 
the curse, for she was. But Man 
clearly is held accountable for his 
wife, and is to earn bread for his 
wife. 


Woe to the government that is 
not headed by a strong man or 
strong men. There have been some 
good rulers among women, notably 
Queen Victoria in England, but 
the actual administration was car- 
ried on by great prime-ministers, 
including Disraeli. and...Gladstone 
Queen Elizabeth was strong, but 
often capricious and sometimes vi- 
cious. The other famous women ru- 
lers in history have nearly always 
been wicked in character and dis- 
asterously incapable. We remember 
Jezebel in Israel, Athaliah of Ju- 
dah, Cleopatra of Egypt and Lu- 
cretia Borgia of Italy. God evident- — 
ly intended that rule should be by 

Business owes much to women, 


but it is still true that strong éx-..._# 


ecutive leadership belongs to men. 

So in the home God intends men 
to lead. Joshua said, “As for me 
and my house we will serve the 
Lord.” (Josh. 24:15). 


In Home Relationship Man Is the 
Image of God 


God intended each man to be the 
high priest in the home, to be God’s 


| chief representative there, to rule 


the home for God. 

When Jesus taught his disciples 
to pray, and gave us all the model 
prayer, He said, “When you pray, 
say Our Father which art in heav- 
en.” Christians are regularly. to 
think of God as their father. The 
best illustration Jesus could give 
us of what God is like, to the 
Christian, is the relation of a fa- 
ther to his child!(This means that 
as God is all wise and infinitely 
strong and infinitely good, every 
child is to look to his father as 
the wisest and best and strongest 
he knows. As we look to God for 
our food and our protection and 


| the satisfaction of our heart’s de-_ 


sires and for every breath we draw, 
so children in a home are to look 
to the father for provision, protec- 
tion, guidance and joy! Oh how 
great is the responsibility of a hu- 


man father, who is to his children 


the image of God. 

I remémber with joy the rever- 
ence I had for my own father, and 
my unbounded trust in him. I felt 
he was about the bravest man who 
had ever lived. I asked him the 


most unheard-of questions and I |, 


took, without a grain of doubt, his 
answers as being gospel truth. 
When my father sometimes said | 
“TI do not know, son,” I had a feel- — 
ing that if he would.t awhile — 
on the matter or give it a little 


(Continued on page two) 


DEAD MEN 
TELL NO TALES 


(Continued from page one) 
house shall be called the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den 
of thieves.” There is nothing soft 
about that. Too often we hear the 
story of Jesus referring to Him 
as “the gentle Jesus.” Thank God 
He is gentle with a repentant soul, 
but with an arrogant sinner or 
hypocrite He is as harsh as any 
man who ever walked.- It took a 
strong character to be that kind 
of man. 

He said, ‘If your hand offend you 
and you can’t keep from getting 
into the employer’s cash drawer — 
if your hand causes you to stum- 
ble, cut it off and throw it away. 
It is better to have one hand and 
go into Heaven than to have two 
hands and go to Hell, where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.. If your foot offend you 
when the music is just right and 
your foot won’t stop working, and 
you just can’t hold it still, and if 
it leads you where a Christian 
ought not to go — if that causes 
you to stumble, cut your foot off. 
It is better for you to have one 
foot and enter into life halt, than 
having two feet to be cast into 
Hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched. And if your eye just 
has to keep on looking where it 
ought not to look and causes you 
to stumble, pluck your eye out and 
throw it away. It is better to have 
one eye than to have two and go 
to Hell.’ The greatest preacher of 
fire and brimstone in the world 
was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

I am a believer in the old fash- 
ioned doctrine of a literal Hell, 
just as literal as the bench you are 
sitting on, just as literal as Heaven 
is. Do you think Heaven is a literal 
place? Hell is just as literal a place 
as Heaven. Some people raise ob- 
jection and say, “Literal bodies 
cannot burn on in a literal Hell 
without being consumed.” Turn 
back in the Bible and read about 
the three Hebrew children in the 
fiery furnace. The fire did not con- 
sume them, though they were in 
the fire. Go stand with Moses be- 
side the burning bush. The bush 


~\___ burned with fre, but the bush was 


not conSumed. Do you believe that 
to be a literal story? In this pic- 
ture tonight, the Lord draws back 
the curtain and lets us see what 
happens to every man and woman 
who goes to the grave without the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Heaven and Hell: the Grave Does 


Not End Our Conscious Existence 


This story of Lazarus and Dives 
has several lessons. Lesson num- 


ber one; the grave does not end our 


conscious existence. The rich man 
(Continued on page four) 


“NO MORE EARNEST SOUL 
WINNER IN AMERICA TODAY" 


Dr. Harry J. Hager, pastor of 
Bethany Reformed Church, Chica- 
“go, where Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 
ministered in evangelistic: services 
last summer, has the following 
kind word to say: 

“IT hope that on some occasion 


you will print the following regard- 


ing Dr. Joe Henry Hankins in your 
Sword of The Lord. I know of no 
more earnest soul winner in Amer- 
ica today than Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, by which I mean an 
evangelist with such an _  over- 


-whelming- love for the lost and 


such a deep passion for their sal- 
vation and single hearted motive 
in his quest for the unsaved. I 
have worked with scores of Amer- 
ica’s great spiritual leaders 
through the years. There may be 
some who equal Joe Henry’s soul- 
winning zea], but none who carry 
a greater burden for the man who 


is without Christ. " 


“THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
Dec. 26, 1941, at the post office 
at Denton, Texas, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. 
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YEAR WITH 688 REPORTED CONVERSIONS 


ByVIOLA WALDEN, 


Another year has passed — a 
NEW YEAR is before us — and 
we certainly desire it to be a happy 
and joyous one for all our helpers 
in the Gospel! 

After making careful records for 
1943, we find that in all phases of 
the work we have had a remark- 
able increase over the previous 
year; in most cases-amounting to 
a doubling of the work done in 
1942. 


And after checking carefully our’ 
files of letters received in 1943, we 
rejoice in the fact that there have 
been 688 reported to us as saved 
through The Sword of The Lord 
and the books and pamphlets writ- 
ten by the editor, Dr. Rice. Many 
of these have been remarkable con- 
versions. Dr. Rice has written each 
of these new converts a personal 
letter, exhorting them to read their 
Bible daily, to pray and confess 
any sin daily, to follow the Lord in 
baptism, and to try to help others 
find Christ. It has been so good to 
have further word from many of 
them, telling of the joy and bless- 
ing they have in their salvation 
and in being obedient to the Lord’s 
commands. Soldiers and sailors and 
marines have written us they are 
not afraid of battle now since 
Christ has come into their hearts. 
He takes away fear and puts peace 
in its place! He gives gladness in 
the place of sadness and He has 
helped them to be bold in their 
stand. These letters from men in 
the armed forces have really prov- 
en that their hearts are hungry for 
God. We thank God for good: chap- 


lains that have helped them also. 


You see pictured here twenty- 
six boys in a Texas Prison who 
were baptized in October, at one 
time! (the man marked with an 
“X”’ is the head school teacher). 
Mr. A. C. Smith of San Antonio, 
Texas, uses our literature in the 
Texas Prison system, and is do- 
ing a remarkable work among the 
inmates there. Quite often we have 
word from the men, telling of their 
conversion, though most of them 
write Brother Smith and he in 
turn, copies their letters for us. 
Many of these men are in prison 
for life, some under a death sen- 
tence, but thank God Christ loves 


| them and gave Himself for them!. 


We now have employed seven 
full time workers and nine part 
time to help get out this litera- 
ture. God willing, two more will 
be coming to us the first of Feb- 
ruary. We earnestly covet the 
prayers of our readers, that we 
may have wisdom and guidance in} 
this important work. It must go 
on even though Dr. Rice is a full 
time evangelist and is on the field 
most of the time. Copy for The 
Sword of The Lord, sermons for 
books, and letters are dictated by 
him on his ediphone, which he car- 
ries with him, and records are sent 
back to the Wheaton office to be 


transcribed by stenographers here. 


Office Manager 


Letters which require Dr. Rice’s 
attention are mailed to him air 
mail daily. This is a wonderful 
work and your letters greatly en- 
courage all of us. 


22 Decisions in December 


Word came to us from twenty- 
two who had trusted Christ after 
reading these booklets and The 
Sword of The Lord during Decem- 
ber. How wonderful one day it will 
be to see these whom we know on- 
ly by letter now! 


In many meetings all over the 
country, Dr. Rice has had people 
come and tell him they had read 
one of his books or some issues of 
The Sword of The Lord that turned 
them to Christ and how happy they 
now are to be able to meet the one 
whose sermons had resulted in 
their conversion! That makes us 
more confident that many are 
saved who never write us about it. 

One night several months ago 
I attended with Dr. and Mrs. Rice 
a revival service in Aurora, IIli- 
nois. Dr. Joe Henry Hankins was 
preaching and we went over for 
the. service. When the invitation. 
was given, several went forward. 
They were taken to the inquiry 
room where personal workers took 
the Bible and went over the plan 
of salvation with them to be sure 
they understood it, and prayed 
with them. We stood in the audi- 
torium talking with Dr. Hankins 
and the good pastor of the church, 
Rev. J. R. Humphries. In a little 
while a lady came out of the in- 
quiry room, her face just shining 
with joy. Dr. Rice walked over to 


tell her how glad he was that she 
had accepted Christ. She said with 
tears, “This book did it,” taking 
out of her purse the little booklet, 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
Dr. Hankins had been giving copies 
out in his revival services, and she 
had been a previous night to the 
revival. and gotten one! 

In the same service, a man and 
his wife who knew I worked for 
‘Dr. Rice, came to talk with me. 
They had waited to talk with Dr. 
Rice but he was susy with others, 
and they could not tarry long. The 
man asked me if. we had reprinted 
any of the booklets, The Last Judg- 
ment of the Unsaved Dead. He had 
had a copy but he had given it to 
a Catholic woman to read. She had 
been gloriously saved after reading 
it; he wanted other copies to give 
away! 

It is really wonderful how God 
is using the booklets to convict and 
to save. Dr. Rice deals plainly with 
sin and this is what the sinner 
needs. We give God the glory for 
all He has done and is doing. It 
is His work, and we are His work- 
ers. 

Many mothers and fathers write 
to us, asking special prayer for 
their boys in the service, some of 


them not knowing whether their) 
sons have accepted Christ. The 


ios ei 


( Sealoued from page one) 


attention he soon would know. If 
my father said a thing was right, 
I felt it was right; if he said it 
was wrong, then certainly for me 
it was wrong. I thank God that I 
have had few occasions even yet 
to believe my father was essential- 


government tells us we in America 
may expect five hundred thousand 
casualties from this war in 1944. 
And of course you have a right 
to be concerned for those serving 
our country in such a critical time. 
You are identified with them in this 
suffering and it is your part to 
minister to them in prayer and 
getting the Word of God to them. 
You give your blood for the blood 
bank and your money for bonds 
and this responsibility of getting 
the Word to them is not one of the 
least of yours. The paper and 
books and pamphlets are full of 
the word, “There are no atheists 
in fox holes or in the air.” So while 
the boys are in distress and their 
hearts are turning toward the 
Lord, now is your time to get the 
gospel to them. In this you could 
share with them in the suffering 
by your prayers and by your sac- 
rifices and in making Christ known 
to them. 


"A Solitary Way" 


“When beneath some heavy cross 
you faint, 

And say, ‘I cannot bear this load 
alone.’ 

You say the truth, CHRIST made 
it purposely 

So heavy that you must return to 
HIM 


The bitter grief, which ‘no one un- 
derstands,’ 
Conveys a secret message from 
the King, 
Entreating you to come to HIM 
ain 


again. 

The MAN OF SORROWS under- 
stands it well, 

In all points tempted He can feel 
with you. 

You cannot come too often, or too 
near, 


The Son of God is infinite in grace. | 


His presence satisfies the longing 
soul. 

And those .who walk with Him 
from day to day 

Can never have a ‘solitary way.’ 


— Author unknown. 


If you have a boy unsaved, or 
if you know of someone unsaved, 
we urge you to do your part to 
win them. We will gladly help in 
sending you a booklet which has 
many Scriptures and the way made 
plain, What Must I Do to Be 
Saved? This will fit in an envelope 
with your letter to him. We will 
gladly codGperate in any way we 
can to get the message out. If you 
will prayerfully give the booklet 
only to those who promise to read 
it, we will send you as many copies 
as you can use. Write us of your 
needs. ; 


The following sent offerings to 
help with distribution in December. 


Mr. Nathaniel Frazier, S. S. B. B., 
Missouri 

Mrs. Minnie Smith, Kansas.... 

Mrs. H. Neuendorf, Iowa........ 

A Friend, Wisconsin 

Mr. Elmer W. Stokka, Minn. 


5.00 
Mrs. Everett Bryant, Mo....... 00 
Mr. T. E. Cashman, Penn....... 2.00 
Mrs. J. A. Seward, Texas...... 1.00 
Mr. J. A. Enquist, Neb...-....... 1.0 


Mrs. Lewis Kirk, Colorado.... 
Mr. R. L. Mayo, Texas 
Mrs. Kenneth Woodthorp, 


Michigan 3.00 
Mrs. Bill Christensen, 

Florida » 10.00 
Mrs. A. DeGarmo, Ark. 1.00 
Mrs. Tom Gibson, Texas........ .50 
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'Man, God's Deputy i in the Home 


ly wrong, now that he has been in 
heaven a number of years. In his 
affection, in his providing, in his 
punishment of our sins, in his kind- 
ness, in his counsel, my father was 
‘to his eight children the best earth- 
ly image we ever saw of God. 


What do you call your father? 
I revere the memory of my father 
now, and before he went to heaven, 
in 1930, I always held -him in pro- 
found respect. Yet the word ‘Fa- 
ther’ was a little too formal, and I 
never called him that. As a child I 
called him ‘Papa,’ and later that 
changed to ‘Daddy.’ Even in this 
feeling of intimate affection which 
a child normally has for his fa- 
ther, the father represents God. 
For in Romans 8:15 the scripture 
says “For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba 
Father.” The word ‘Abba’ is a very 
intimate aramaic term for father, 
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Man, God’s De eputy in the Home 


( Noatlalind from page two) 


and it would not be amiss to trans- 
late it “papa” or “daddy.” It seems 
a little irreverent perhaps at first 
glance, but actually it would not 
be amiss for us to feel like calling 
our Heavenly Father “Our Daddy 
who is in heaven.” The better a 
father is, the better an image he 
is of God who is the father of all 
those who are born again, born 
into his family as the children of 
God. 

The scripture also says that a 
husband is like Christ. A father, 
to his children, is the image of God 
the father dealing with Christians. 
A husband in the home is to be 
to his wife like Christ is to the 
church. In Ephesians 5:22-24 this 
beautiful symbolism is stated. 

“Wives, submit yourselves unto 


your own husbands, as unto the 


Lord. For the husband is the head 

f the wife, even as Christ is the 

of the church; and he is the 
saviour of the body.” = 


Every wife is to be subject to 
her husband as if he were the Lord 
Jesus. Christ is the head of His 
mystical body, the church, and is 
the saviour of that body. So the 
husband is the head of the wife, 
the scripture says, and “He is the 
saviour of the body.’”’ The husband 
and wife are, in God’s sight, “one 
flesh.” (Matt. 19:5). The husband 
is the provider, the protector, the 
deliverer of his wife’s body. Every 
man who marries takes the care of 
his wife as a sacred trust. Her 
body belongs to him and he is the 
saviour, the protector of her body. 

Oh what a good man I ought 
to be if I am to be the father of 
little children and if I am to be to 
them the image of God! How no- 
ble, how just, how morally clean, 
how spiritually wise a father ought 
to be and how seriously every man 
ought to take marriage, singe it 
means to his wife he is to be an 
image of Christ. She is to be sub- 
ject to him “As unto the Lord.” 
Surely, if a man is what he ought 
to be, representing God the father 
to his children and representing 
Christ to his wife, he ought to 
have no trouble in winning his 
family to Christ. 

Again, I say a man is somebody! 
It is a serious business to be a 
man. God expects great things of 
@ man, since he is made in the 
image and glory of God. 


Man ls to Rule in the Home 


God said to Eve after sin had 
come into the world, ‘““Thy desire 
Shall be to thy husband and he 
shall rule over thee,” and in Ephe- 
Sians 5:23, we again remind you, 
the scripture says “For the hus- 
band is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the 
church.” 

This does not mean slavery for 
the wife. Rule, government, au- 
thority, is of God; the only alter- 
native to government and author- 
ity is anarchy and chaos. It is not 
slavery that we have a president 
and congress of the nation and 
governors for states, sheriffs in 
counties, mayors and councils and 
police forces in the cities. It is not 
Slavery for a teacher to have au- 
thority in the school room or a 
pastor in the church. So it is only 
law, order and government for 
God’s man to be the head of the 
home, the head of the wife; and 
to rule over his wife. 

Again, First Timothy 3:4, 5 says 
that a bishop or pastor of a church 
must be “One that ruleth well his 
own house, having his children in 
subjection with ail gravity; (For 
if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care 
of the church of God?)” 

Every preacher is to “Rule well 
his own house,” and to “Have his 


. Children in subjection.” How could 


a pastor represent God to his 
church if he did not represent God 
in. his home? God’s authority 
makes the husband ruler over his 
wife and the father ruler over his 
children. Of course, the scriptures 
yisinty teach that children are to 


tenet ee 


obey mothers. as well as fathers, 
but it could not be clearer than 
the Bible makes it that the man is 
to rule his home. 

When any man marries, then, 
he should be ready to assume the 
holy responsibility, the labor, the 
obligations for the physical, moral 
and spiritual welfare of his home. 


ples of Moral Purity and Spiritual 


Devotion 


Some people foolishly think that 
men, by nature, are necessarily 
more wicked than women. In many 
churches women are in the major- 
ity. Women, because they have 
more leisure, and because they are 
more easily led, do more of routine 
church work, cook more pies, 
make more visits. Hence some peo- 
ple believe that women are nat- 
urally more spiritually minded 
than men, but that is not true. 
The Bible, from one end to the 
other, clearly teaches that God 
demands as much, morally and 
spiritually of a man as he does 
of a woman. 


I heard a very silly preacher 
once say that there was not a man 
in the earth good enough to de- 
serve to marry a clean, fine wom- 
an. That was a wicked slander. I 
know personally hundreds of men 
who are as clean in lives, in lan- 
guage and in thought as any wom- 


miore aggressive and less bound by 
convention. Women, by nature, are 
more anxious to please society, are 
more easily led, whether for right 
or wrong than men. But man him- 
Self was made in the image and 
glory of God, while woman was 
made as “The glory of the man.” 
Both are fallen, sinful creatures. 
The woman is by nature depraved 
exactly like the man. An uncon- 
verted woman goes to the same 
hell as an unconverted man, and 
just as quickly and as certainly. 
God has one moral standard for 
both. 


Satan himself is the author of 
the idea that it is all right for 
men to smoke but not for women; 
that social purity is required of 
women but not of men; that curs- 
ing and swearing is masculine but 
not “lady-like.”’ 

It is true that cigarette smoking 
by women is a terrible evil. Women 
ought to be dainty and cigarettes 


to set good examples before their 
children and cigarette smoking is 
certainly an evil thing for children. 
Cigarettes fray the nerves of moth- 
ers, poison nursing babies, spoil 
the sanctity of home. People who 
see a woman smoke think she is 


ly it is sinful and foolish for a 
woman to use tobacco — exactly 
as sinful and foolish as for a man 
to use it! 

God intends men to set the pat- 
tern for the family. Husbands 
should be examples to their wives 
and to their children. 

That is what Joshua meant to 
do when he made the holy and 
public vow, “As for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord.” 
(Josh. 24:15). 

Any man who sets one standard 
for his wife and children and an- 
other for himself is a hypocrite. 
Any man who drinks when he 
would not have his wife and chil- 
dren drink; smokes when he would 
not have them smoke; curses when 
he would not have them curse, is 
dishonest and unfair. His family 
may love him but they will not 
thoroughly respect him, because 
he preaches what he does not prac- 


j tice. He is a hypocrite. 


A father stopped his cultivator 
‘at the end of a long cotton row to 
talk to two preachers, while his 
little son, 7 or 8 years old, rode 
his stick horse nearby. The stick 
horse, that day, was very frac- 
tious! But the little boy conquered 
the stick horse in heroic and manly 
fashion, according to his lights. 
Beating on the broomstick, he 
-| threatened and agp The father 
was embarrassed and angry. He 
seized the boy by , shoulder, 
shook him vigorously and _ said, 
“Tf I ever hear you use a word 


| like that again I will wear out a 
| cotton stalk on you! Don’t you ev- 


er let me hear you curse again!” 
But the preachers knew, just like 
the little boy knew, exactly where 
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| he got his example. The father, too, 
had cursed 


his horse and the lit- 


God Intends For Men to Be Exam-|. 


an I know. Men, by nature, are 


make them stink. Women ought: 


not a good Christian. Yes, obvious- | & 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


tle son was simply following the 
most powerful teaching a child ev- 
er receives — his father’s example. 

Perhaps the child did not curse 
any moe where his father could 
hear. him. Perhaps he give it up 
for the time being, but in his heart 
he said, “When I am a man like 
Dad then I can curse like dad 
does.” Men, whether you like it or 
not, your example is molding your 
home, molding the lives and eternal 
destinations of your children. 

In matters of religion it is clear- 
ly intended that men should take 
the lead for their family. Joshua 
said, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” 


It is one of the sweet memories 
of my childhood that the whole 
family always went to Sunday 
School together.. All went to Sun- 
day morning services, all went to 
Sunday night services, all went 
to prayer meetings and all went 
to revival campaigns together. No 
one ever asked at our home wheth- 
er someone else was going to Sun- 
day School or church services. Dad 
was in charge of that matter and 
it was a foregone conclusion that 
everyone would be in Sunday 
school on time. It was already un- 
derstood that everybody had his 
Sunday school lesson ready, had his 
offering ready to give, had his 
shoes shined and his hair combed 
and was dressed in his “Sunday 
clothes.” No one ever stayed at 

ome to cook dinner, company or 
no, company. No one ever stayed 
at home with the babies, for the 
babies were always carried~ to 
church. There was never any farm 
emergency like feeding livestock, 
harvesting, butché¢ring or canning 
that kept anybody at our house 
away from the house of God at the 
appointed time. My father:saw to 
that. He was the head of the home 
spiritually as well as the material 
provider. | 

At Duke, Oklahoma in 1930, I 
preached in a revival campaign 
in a big tabernacle closed in with 
canvass curtains in mid-winter. 
One night a well dressed farmer 
sat with his wife on the back seat; 
the next night they sat half-way 
down toward the front; the third 
night they sat on the second seat 
to my right. That Friday night 
I preached.on “A Bible Kind of 
Home.” In my enthusiasm I left 
the platform and stood on the 
front seat and said, “Any man who 
leaves it to his wife to return 
thanks at the table, leaves it to 
his wife to read the Bible to the 
children, leaves it to his wife to 
teach them to pray, leaves it to 
his wife to take the children to 
Sunday school and church, to set 
a Godly example before them and 
try to win them to Christ, is a 
slacker; a shirker, a parasite! He 
is not fit to be a husband of a 
ood wife nor the father of a fam- 
ily!” I looked down and saw the 
well dressed farmer deeply con- 
cerned with what I was saying. 
Supposing him to be a Baptist 
deacon or a Methodist steward, I 
said to him before the whole large 
crowd, pointing my finger at him, 
“That’s so, brother, isn’t it?” He 
cleared ‘his throat in embarrass- 
ment, his red face turning redder 
than it was already, and he said, 
‘Well, er, I guess so.”’ 

- “You needn’t guess about it,” I 
challenged, “you know it is so, 
don’t you?” : 

“Yes,” he said, “I know it is so!” 

After the service was over one 
of the pastors codperating in the 
meeting came’ to me in distress. 
“He will never come back any 
more,” he said. “That man is an 
infidel. He has never attended any 
campaign in this town more than 
twice heretofore, but he had got- 
ten so interested in this campaign 
I had hopes he would keep coming 
and maybe get saved, but now he 
will never come back!” 

“Well, he got the buckshot from 
both barrels anyway,” I said. “I 
had him where the wool was short 
and he had to admit what I said 
was true.” 

But the next night, Saturday 
night, the man was back again 
with his wife, on the second seat. 
When I gave the invitation I 
stepped on the front seat and while 
others were singing I said to him 
softly, “Aren’t you ready to turn 
from your folly and unbelief? 
Aren’t you tired of your sin?” He 
answered very frankly, “Yes, 
preacher, I am.” 


“Then do you believe that Christ | 


is willing to save you now, that 


he died for you?” I-asked. He 


said that he did. 


‘ 


“ %ICHRIST’S RETURN 


(Continued from page one) 


again be so utterly foolish as to 
think that the Second Coming -of 
Jesus Christ means death. Such 
a conclusion is without any Scrip- 
tural support. It cannot mean 
death. 


II. There are those who tell us 
that the predictions regarding 
Christ’s Return were fulfilled on 
the Day of Pentecost, when the 
Holy Spirit came. They say- that 
the coming of the Holy Spirit was 
the promised Coming of Christ. 
But there are two main reasons 
why that could never be. 


First: Many of the promises re- 
garding the Second Coming of 
Christ were made AFTER the Day 
of Pentecost and the Coming of 
the Holy Spirit, for instance, Phil. 
lii. 20; IL Tim. iv. 8; 1 Thess. iv. 
16-17. All these predictions and 
many more were made AFTER 
Pentecost. Then He could not have 
come in the person of the Holy 
Spirit, or there would have been 
no later promises of His still fu- 
ture Coming. Ah, no, my friends, 
the Church still looked forward 
to His Coming, long after Pente- 
cost, for He had not yet come. 


Second: The events of I Thess. 
iv. 16-17 did not occur on the Day 
of Pentecost. Read the account and 
see. The Lord did not descend from 
Heaven. There was no resurrection 
of the dead. Believers were not 
caught up in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air: In fact, Pe- 
ter and the rest of the disciples 
remained on the streets of Jerusa- 
lem most of that day. Not one was 
caught up. Hence, Pentecost was 
not the Second Coming. 


III. There are those who tell._us 
that the Second Coming of Christ 
occurred at the time of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. They say that 
when Jerusalem fell Christ came. 
But there are three reasons why 
this could never be. 


First: The destruction of Jerusa- 


_— 


“And are you willing to take my 
hand now in token between you 
and me and God that you here and 
now confess and forsake your sins 
and trust Him to save your soul?” 
I asked. Deeply moved, he seized 
my hand and assured me that he 
would just then take Christ as his 
saviour, I then asked him if he was 
willing to come out publicly and 
let it be known that he was accept- 
ing Christ as his Saviour. All this 
went on while the song continued 
and no one heard what we said to 
one another. 


He replied, “Brother Rice, for 20 
years my wife has gone up to the 
Christian Church alone. I didn’t 
go with her. I didn’t help her when 
she got the children ready for Sun- 
day school. I have made fun of the 
Bible and scoffed at preachers and 
God. Would it be all right for me 
not to tell anybody until tomorrow 
morning and go with my wife to 
the church where she has gone for 
20 years and claim Christ tomor- 
row morning?” 


For the first time in my life, and 
the last, I agreed that it seemed all 
right to postpone public confession 
of Christ. The next “morning he 
aroused the whole household de- 
manding that every child be ready 
for Sunday school. To the family’s 
amazement, he dressed his best and 
went to Sunday school and the 
preaching service. When the invi- 
tation was given he went forward 
to accept Christ and was baptized 
at the close of that very service. 
He assumed his place, God-appoint- 
ed, as the high priest, the spiri- 
tual head, the omy example in 
the home. 

Man, are you acting as God’s 
deputy in your home? Are you 
saved? Are you leading your fam- 
ily to heaven? 
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Neen was a time of suffering, sor- 


row, bloodshed and anguish; the 
Second Coming is a glad, joyous, 
comforting hope. 

Second: The events of I Thess. 
iv. 16-17 did not take place during 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Third: Many of the promises 
concerning the Second Coming 
were made AFTER the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Take, for instance, 
Rev. xxii. 20. John prayed, “Even 


so, come, Lord Jesus.”’ That was 


after A.D. 70 Jerusalem had been 
destroyed, but Christ’s Coming was 
still future. 

Hence the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem could not have been meant. 


THE SCRIPTURAL VIEW 


What do I mean by the Second 
Coming? I mean what the Holy 
Spirit meant when He wrote: ‘The 
Lord Himself shall descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the 
trump of God” (I Thess, iv. 16). 

What do I mean by the Second 
Coming? I mean what the heaven- 
ly messengers meant when they 
said: “This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into Heaven, 
Shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into Heaven” 
(Acts i. 11). 


The personal, visible return of - 


the Lord Jesus Himself. 

Personal. Not some new move- 
ment for the uplift of humanity. 
Nor even a great revival. But Je- 
sus Himself. “I will come again.” 
“The Lord Himself.” “This same 
Jesus.” Not His gifts, but Himself. 
Never would the bride be satisfied 
with the Bridegroom’s gifts; it is 
the Bridegroom Himself she wants. 

Visible. “Shall so come in like 
manner.’’ How did He go? So will 
He come. They saw Him leave; 
they will see Him return. ‘Behold 
He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him” (Rev. i. 7). 

We have no clearer, plainer 
statement of any truth in the Bible 
than that of the Second Coming, 
and unless language is to be 
wrenched out of its setting and 


rendered meaningless we cannot 


mistake it. If God didn’t mean 
what He said, why didn’t He. sa 


what He meant? Nay, IL_bélieve 


He did mean: what He said, and 
that He said what He meant. 

If we do not take the Word of 
God as it reads concerning Christ’s 
Second Coming, how can we blame 
the Jews for not taking it literally 
regarding His First Coming? Ev- 
ery prophecy about His First Ad- 
vent, was literally fulfilled. Such 
positive statements as ‘‘They 
pierced My hands and My feet. 
They gave Me gall, mixed with 
vinegar, to drink.” Ps. xxii.; Ps. 
xxxiv. 20; Ps. xli. 9; Ps. lv. 12-14; 
Isa. 1. 6; Isa. liii.; were literally 
fulfilled. And the predictions re- 
garding His Second Coming, my 
friends, will be just as literally 
fulfilled, such passages as Matt. 
xxiv. and xxv.; Jude 14; I Thess. 
iii, 13; Ps. Ixxii. ; Dan. vii. 13, 22; 
Isa. liii.; John xiv. 5; Acts i..11; 
I Thess. iv. 13-18; Zech. xiv. 4; 
Isa. xxxv.; Rev. v. 10. 

Again I say, do not blame the 
Jews for rejecting the prophecies 
concerning His First Advent if 
you reject those about His Second, 
for they are plainer by far. 

If He could come-as an infant, 
why not as a King? Of course, it 
was hard for the Jews to think of 
their God becoming a helpless 
babe. There is some excuse for 
them. They expected a Kiug. Well, 
next time He will come as a King. 
He will not be disguised. Is it not 
easier to expect Him as a King? 

After all, my friends, it is not a 
question of the Second Coming that 
constitutes the great cleavage, but 


rather of the super-natural, for ‘ 
the Second Coming involves the 


supernatural. 

Doubt you may, but beware! 
Christ is coming. Soon now we 
shall see Him. Earth’s long) night 
of darkness is almost ended; the 
dawn must break. Prophecy will 
be fulfilled and the new age ush- 
ered in. Dark, indeed, has n the 
night. For. long centuries. the 
Church has waited. But now at 
last the day of days is near. Christ, 
our absent Lord, will soon be back 
again. God hasten the hour! It can- 
not come too soon! The rapture of 
the saints draweth nigh. 

(From the book “Prophecy-What 
Lies Ahead,” Published by Mar- 
shall, Margan and Scott. Used by 
special permission) . 
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(Continued from page two) 


' died, and was buried, and in Hell 


he lift up his eyes. Lazarus died 
and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham’s bosom. Death.is not an- 
hihilation, not cessation of exis- 
tence, not destruction. Death both 
for saint and sinner is but a change 
of spheres, Conscious existence is 
just as real beyond the grave as 
it is. this side of the grave. This 
passage of Scripture, and others 
teach the same thing. 

It also teaches another thing. 
Beyond the grave there are two 
places of existence for the con- 
scious soul which is described and 
pictured here in this loving, tender, 
beautiful, compassionate scene of 
Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham. 
Nothing could be more beautiful, 
nothing could be more. tender, 
nothing could be more compassion- 
ate, nothing could be more gentle 
and more loving. But the other is 
pictured as a place, and it is pic- 
tured as a place of torment and 
a place where the torment grows 
out of fire —‘“for I am tormented 
in this flame,” a place where mem- 
ory preys upon the mind. The rich 
man remembered he had _ five 
brothers. He remembered he 
Spurned the mercy and the teach- 
ing of repentance. He remembered 
the taste of water and its cooling 


effect. You know, my friends, 


there are people in this world to- 
night that are living in torment 
here. I do not mean the torment 
they will have hereafter, but they 
are living in Hell because their 
memory is a Hell to them. And 
that cord of memory that links 
us to the past will be carried right 
on over into the next world just 
as it is in this world. He remem- 


me _bered Lazarus. He remembered it 


all. Hell is a place of intensifying 
memories. Hell is a place of in- 
satiable, tormenting desires — 


“just a little drop of water on his 


finger to cool my tongue.” 

Those two places are set out in 
the Scripture as the two and only 
two places for the soul beyond the 


‘grave. 


And there is no exchange of 
place after the grave. That is also. 
° ous here. ‘Won’t you send Laz- 

“Us . comfort me and cool my 
tongue? '"NO,- Abraham said, ‘be- 
tween you and me there is a great 

fixed, so that they which 
would pass from hence to you can- 
not; neither can they pass to us, 
» that would come from thence.’ It 
is settled. It is already settled be- 
fore you go to the grave. Did you 
ever hear someone get up and 
pray, “Finally in Heaven save us?” 
The only trouble about that is if 
you are not saved before you get 
there, you will never get there to 
_be saved. Am I right or wrong? 
Brother, salvation is an earth ques- 
tion, not a Heaven question. I mean 
by that, it is settled down here. 
It will never be settled up there. 
It is settled before we get to the 
grave, not after we pass through 
the grave. There is no change of 
spheres beyond the grave. 

I want to answer another com- 
mon objection to the doctrine of 


- Hell. “You don’t mean to tell me a 
_ kind, loving God that created all 


humanity would likewise create a 


' place where His creatures could 


suffer as described there, do you? 
Why, the Love of God and the ten- 
~-derness of God denies the existence 
of Hell,”” someone says. Now be- 
loved, the underlyi g premise of 
- that argument is : suffering is 
inconsistent with the love of God. 
If suffering is inconsistent with 
the love of God, you will have to 
rule God out of the universe. Don’t 
tell me that a loving God, if that 
- theory is correct, would create the 
Spracthq or the potential powers 

f£ the airplane, all created for 


q — to take and transform them 


A ogi death machines. We have now. 
-@ war where nine million men are 
in mortal combat and many are 
being shot to pieces, involving ba- 
- bies and helpless wives are being 
put to death. All that hellish suf- 


"fering is going on in Europe. 1 


| dead through the centuries 
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| DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES 


suffering is inconsistent with the 
love of God, we would have to rule 
God out of the universe because 
we have plenty of suffering of this 
kind this side of the grave, in Kur- 
ope tonight. If suffering is incon- 
sistent with the merciful, loving 
God, you will have to rule God out 
of the universe. 

How can a loving heavenly God 
that created mankind, permit a 
young woman to marry a young 
man who has sown his wild oats, 
then she reap through that mar- 
riage a terribly-diseased body that 


will make her suffer the rest of her 


days and maybe go to a hospital, 
maybe sit in an invalid’s chair? If 
suffering is inconsistent with a 
merciful, loving God, how will you 
meet that problem? There are 
thousands of such women in this 
world tonight. 

How can a merciful, loving God 
that created mankind and loves 
mankind, permit a little baby to 
be born in a family and because 
of the sins of the mother or fa- 
ther, that baby be deformed and 
unbalanced and grow up as an ob- 
ject of pity, not normal, but have 
a weakened body? How can a mer- 
ciful, loving God tolerate a thing 
like that? What is the underlying 
law? It is this; The God that gave 
man a mind to think with, the God 
that gave man a heart to love with, 
laid down certain principles and 
rules and if men want to rebel 


against God and let hate come in 


the heart and go out and take the 
instrumentality God created and 
turn it into death, - destruction, 
great sorrow and suffering, then 
the same God that gave man a 
mind to think with, will let man 
suffer. The underlying.law is that 
the God who created man and 
woman and meant that they should 
be husband and wife, set up a 
clean, moral, healthy standard. 
And if a woman wants to marry 
a man without knowing the situa- 
tion of the past and she will not 
use her brains, will not prayerfully 
use that loving heart and curb its 
affection if she will be careless 
and marry a man who is unclean, 
the same God that gave her a. 
mind, the same God that gave her | 
a heart will let her reap the re- 
sult of her foolishness. If a man 
or woman wants to leave out God’s 
standard of purity, God’s standard 
of ideals and contract a terrible 
disease- that will bring into this 
world a helpless offspring, the 
same God that gave them a mind 
to think with, the same God that 
gave them a heart to love with, 
will let them go ahead and let 
them and their offspring suffer. So 
on the same law God created the 
heavens and the universe and 
created man and sent His only be- 
gotten Son. And if man wants to 
go on utterly rebellious toward God 
and turn away from the Son of 
God, the same God that will permit 
war and permit suffering and dis- 
ease, the same God will permit that 
man to go on in his wilful way and 
spend eternity in Hell where the 


-worm dieth not and the fire is not 


quenched. 


Does God Want People to Go to 
Hell? 


That brings me to another ques- 
tion. Does God want people to 
spend eternity in Hell? That is an- 
swered here. Three worlds are in- 
terested in every lost soul tonight. 

Heaven is interested. I am told 
in the Bible that angels rejoice 
more over one sinner that repent- 
eth, than over ninety and nine just 
persons which need no repentance. 
When a soul turns in repentance, 
the harps of Heaven strike and re- 
joicing starts. Heaven is interested 
in the soul of every lost person. 
If you are here tonight away from 
Christ, you can make Heaven your 
home by accepting Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour. 

Hell is interested. Here is proof 
of it. ‘Father, Abraham, I’ve got 
five brothers back home. Won't 
you please send Lazarus back and 
tell them not to come to the place 
where their brother is. It is a hor- 
rible place of intense suffering, and 


please tell them to turn while time 


and opportunity are theirs.’ Hell is 
interested. If I had the power of 
God to uncap hades it and 
let the voices of the 


a ete) 
out, they would dim out every oth- 
er noise in the world with intreaty 
solemn as they warn the wicked [| 
world to flee the wrath to come. 

Earth is interested. That is why 


we have the meeting here tonight. 


The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee wants evangelistic services. 
If there is a man or woman who 
has come in this service tonight 
and you haven’t peace with God, 
won't you give your heart to Him 
tonight ? 

Heaven is interested, Hell is in- 
terested, and earth is interested in 
every lost man’s soul, and men 
when they go to Hell, women when 
they go to Hell, go over the protest 
of ,.Hell itself, over the warning of 
Heaven, over the prayers of 
friends. And anybody who goes 
there under those conditions ought 
to go there because they spurned 
every appeal. 


Why Are Men Sent to Hell? 


That brings us to another ques- 
tion. What causes men to go to 
Hell? Somebody said, “Because 
they didn’t keep the Ten Com- 
mandments.” How about before 
they got them? Men lived before 
the Ten Commandments were giv- 
en. How about that rich young ru- 
ler who came to Jesus and fell 
down on his knees and said, “Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?” “You know 
the commandments,’ the Master 
said. The rich young ruler said, 
“I have kept all of them from my 
youth.” But he lacked one thing. 
Somebody says, “Men go to Hell 
because they get out and get drunk 
and wallow around in the gutter.” 
The scripture doesn’t say this rich 
man got drunk. It doesn’t say he 
broke the Ten Commandments or 
that he made ‘goo-goo’ eyes at his 
neighbour’s wife. It doesn’t say he 
cursed. It doesn’t say he was pro- 
fane. I have heard a few preachers 
preach on this and say that this 
rich man let Lazarus lie there and 
starve to death. You can’t prove 
that statement by the Bible. He 
may have fed him crumbs. In fact, 
you look in vain in that story for 
one derogatory word about the 
character of that rich man. It 
doesn’t say that he cursed. It 
doesn’t say that he lied. It doesn’t 
say that he stole or that he was 
immoral or that he drank or gam- 
bled. It doesn’t say that he didn’t 
have a charitable heart. Yet we 
read in that story: exactly why he 
went to Hell. What is it? ‘If he 


‘goes back to my brothers, they will 


repent. He let the cat out of the 
bag. Why:do men go to Hell? Be- 
cause they will not repent of their 
sins. An unrepentant heart is the 
answer, is why men go to Hell. 
Here was a man who knew and 
who. had heard and who under- 
stood, but he went his wilful way 
just like people in Chicago do to- 
night, just like people in Cedar 
Lake and all over the world do 
tonight. They know it is wrong. 
They know they ought to repent 
of their sins, that God is dis- 
pleased, but they go on their un- 
repentant, wilful way until death 
strikes them and they go to Hell, 
not ‘because they were immoral, 
because if they had accepted Christ 
He would have made them pure; 
not because they were wicked; 


Christ would have cleansed them. | 


They go because they will not re- 
pent of their sins. They talk about 
hypocrites in the church, they talk 
about preachers who are not true, 
they talk about deacons who have- 
n’t lived like they ough to have 
lived and make one excuse after 
another. There is only one city, so 
far as I know, only one city that 
completely turned ta, Christ under 
the preaching of a preacher — just 
one. You know a lot of preachers 
preach about winning the world 
for Christ. Brother, they sure have 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Jonah,” and one whole city was 
won by the preaching of that 
preacher. 

My friends, do you want to know 
what it means to repent of your 
sins? Then look at the book of 
Jonah. Get down on your face be- 
fore God, humble yourself, then 
turn away from your sin. Any man 
who lives exactly the same way 
after He confesses Christ as he 
did before, his confession doesn’t 
mean anything. Repentance is 
turning away from our sins to the 
Lord, an acknowledgement of our 
dependence upon Him and our de- 
sire to please Him. 


The Gospel Brought By the Living, 
The Only Way People are Saved 


That brings us up to another 
thing. What: method does God use 
to get men to go to the right place 


instead of the wrong place? This}. 


rich man down in Hell, in torment, 
with flames about him, pleading 
for water, found all hope cut off. 
‘Oh, won’t you send Lazarus back 
to my five brothers? I have five 
brothers. I don’t want-them to 
come to Hell.’ Abraham § said,’ 
“Dead men don’t tell any tales 
about Hell. I am not going to send 
anybody back. They have all they 
need. They have Moses and the 
prophets, let them hear them.” “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth;” “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. Now then shall 
they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!” 

“So then faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” “Born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible,- by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever.” 

‘Won’t you send him back?’ The 
rich man asked Abraham, ‘and let 
Lazarus preach to my five broth- 
ers.’ ‘Oh, no, they have all they 
need. They have Moses and the 
prophets, let them hear them.’ You 
see, dead men tell no tales; they 
never come back to preach. Lost 
people must hear the living. 

‘You know, father, if he went 
back from the dead, they would 


believe then,’ said the man in Hell. 


But he was wrong. Do you know 
where the proof is that that is 
wrong?) When Jesus came back 
from the dead, He came to the 
mountain, they saw Him and some 
believed and others doubted. ‘Well, 
we must be seeing a ghost. Some- 
thing is wrong. Something is 
wrong somewhere. Somebody is 
trying to put something over on 
us.’ Abraham said, “They have 
Moses and the prophets, let them 
hear them ... If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead.” God has no 
other method of reaching lost men, 
to turn them from Hell, but 
through the preaching of the gos- 
pel. “For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe.” 

My friends, listen tonight, God 
has but one plan to reach you and 
to turn you from Hell to Heaven, 
and that plan is the plan that is 
being followed in this tabernacle 
tonight, and that is through the 


got a job on their hands, I’ll tell | Word. 


them that much. Of course you and 
I who are premillennialists know 
our responsibility is not to win the 
world to Christ, but to witness to 
the world of Christ-and win all we 
can. But I read in my Bible that 
one city, literally a whole city, was 
won. Do you know what city it 
was? Nineveh. Jonah went in that 
town. He wasn’t preaching on the 
love of God. He wasn’t preaching 
on the mercy of God or how grand 
it was to be a Christian. He was 
warning people, giving a message 
of destruction, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown.” And 
from the king on the throne to the 
servant in the alley, they got’ down 


‘in sackcloth and ashes and repent- 


ed. The book of Jonah doesn’t say 
they repented. It says they. in 
'sackcloth and in ashes Ban put 
away their evil deeds. But when 
Jesus came to interpret it, He said 
they “repented at the preaching of 


Last Saturday night I was in 
Kentucky and spoke to a congrega- 
tion of between 5,000 and 8,000 
people, a marvelous crowd. There 
I saw a man I want to tell you 
about. A few years ago up here in 
Chicago a man who had been four 
times in the Keeley Cure Insti- 
tute and who had tried to commit 
suicide, heard the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s radio program. Through 
a loudspeaker, they started sing- 
ing, “When the Roll is Called Up 
Yonder, I’ll be There,” and it got 
hold of this fellow and he got un- 
der conviction. That was the step- 
ping stone that led him to give 
his heart to Jesus Christ. Ana 
now he is a flaming evangelist and 


‘thousands of people hear his mes- 
‘Sage over the radio every day and 


through the Word and turned Him. 
Moses and -the prophets was an 
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instrument by which God turned 
him from Hell to Heaven through 
the gateway of repentance as he 
trusted in Christ Jesus. You don’t 
have to believe what I say tonight, 
but it is what God has said about 
it and you refuse it to your peril. 

I am glad I am a Christian. If 
there were no hereafter, no Heav- 
en, ho Hell, no judgment, no eter- 
nity, I would still want to be a 
Christian. If life ended at the grave 
and there were no hereafter, I 
would still want to walk life’s 
pathway with my hand in the hand 
of Christ. But there is a Heaven, 
there is a Hell. There is a Heaven 
to gain and a Hell to shun and I 
come to you tonight, my friends, 
in this closing moment of this mes- 
sage. Have you settled with Jesus 
Christ according to the Word? “He 
that believeth on him is not con- 
demned, but he that believeth not 
is condemned already.” 


Already Lastl 


Every once in awhile somebody 
says, ‘‘Well, I know if I die with- 
out believing in Jesus I will be 
lost.” Brother, you are wrong. You 
are already lost. You would just 
never have another chance then. 

I am a great hand to fish and 
hunt. I was brought up in the coun- 
try. I don’t have to tell you that! 
I like to hunt. One time the snow 
fell heavy in Texas where I lived. 
I went out hunting and took my 
dogs. I went one morning and came 
out on what is called the old Man- 
chester road. By it I directed my 
course back home, two and one- 
half miles. I shot a few squirrels, 
and the time came for me to come 
up beside our farm — but I didn’t 
reach it. I kept walking and kept 
walking and finally I came to a 
clearing in the woods. I looked 
across that clearing and saw a 
small cabin that I recognized. And 
lo and behold, instead of walking 
toward home, I was walking in ex- 
actly the opposite direction. I was 
four miles away instead of being 
at home. It was only about two 
miles when I started. I was going 
in the wrong direction. I want to 
ask you a question. Was I lost 
when I looked across the clearing 
and saw the cabin? No, I had been 
lost ever since I took the first step 
in the wrong direction. Listen, if 
you have not repented of your sins 
in acceptance of Jesus Christ, you 
are lost tonight as much as you 
will ever be lost. The only differ- 
ence is now you have the oppor- 
tunity of finding Christ, of repent- 
ing, turning, accepting Him and 
if you go on, you will not have 
the opportunity. You are lost to- 
night. “He that believeth not is 
already condemned.” 


Yes, I repeat, I am glad I am a 
Christian. Church fellowship is 
enough to pay me for being a 
Christian. The joy of prayer, and 
the reading of the Bible, the joy 
of winning people is enough to pay 
me for being a Christian. But I will 
get paid back. When I.come to 
think of the hereafter and the un- 
certainity of life, how suddenly we 
may be ushered into the hereafter, 
then I do rejoice to know I am a 
Christian, that my name is writ- 
ten in the Lamb’s book of Life. 
I am glad God gives us in the Book 
the plain, simple truth. We need 
not stumble and wonder about. it. 
I ask you tonight, have you accept- 
ed Jesus Christ as your Saviour 
by repenting of your sins and turn- 
ing to Christ? Have you done it 
tonight ? 

I thank God for a know-so sal- 
vation. Are you a Christian? You 
say, “I don’t know. whether I am 
or not.” If you don’t know tonight 
you are saved, this is an awful sol- 
emn matter and I wouldn’t let an- 
other night go by without know- 
ing. It is too important to go on in 
ignorance. Do you know you are 
saved tonight? Does the witness of 
the Spirit- bear witness with your 
spirit, that you are a child of God? 
Can you say with Paul, “For we 
know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house“ 
not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens?” Can you say with 
John, “We know that we have 


passed from death unto life, be- 


- 
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